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‘It is Time’
HANNAH J. MOORE
opinions editor

“It is time for America to bind the wounds of division,” Donald
J. Trump said on the morning of Nov. 9, 2016. “To all Republicans
and Democrats and Independents across this nation, I say it is time
for us to come together as one united people.”
Just before 3 a.m. on the morning of Nov. 9, Trump addressed
the crowd at the Midtown Manhattan Hilton hotel to declare
that he had won the election to become president of the United
States, saying Hillary Clinton had called him to concede the race
just minutes before his appearance.
“As I’ve said from the beginning, ours was not a campaign, but
rather an incredible and great movement made up of millions of
hard-working men and women who love their country and want
a better, brighter future for themselves and for their families,”
Trump said. “It’s a movement comprised of Americans from all
races, religions, backgrounds and beliefs who want and expect
our government to serve the people, and serve the people it will.”
According to the Associated Press, Clinton earned 59.9 million
votes while Trump only received 59.7 million. However, Trump
won 279 electoral votes compared to Clinton’s 228, securing the

2A

270 needed to ensure the presidency. This is the first election since
2000 in which the candidate with the popular support of the voters
lost the electoral vote, the last being George W. Bush versus Al
Gore — Gore receiving the popular vote, but not the electoral vote.
This is only the fifth time in U.S. history that this has occurred.
Just days before the election, the majority of polls declared
Clinton would win the race, calling into question the credibility of
even the most renowned pollsters. Examples include an 85 percent
chance of a Clinton victory from The New York Times and 98.3
percent from The Huffington Post.
In addition, both the Senate and the House of Representatives
gained a Republican majority on election night, giving the Republican
party control of the entire legislative and executive branches.
Stephanie O’Brian, director of academic resources, said she
followed polls and the projected maps for months and was surprised
by the outcome.
“I truly did not anticipate Trump winning — at all,” O’Brian
said. “I believe that, because of the true polarizing nature of Trump
as the Republican candidate, many people did not truly decide
they were going to vote for Trump until that morning. They could
not bring themselves to tell a pollster they were voting for Trump
because they did not want to.”

see TRUMP, 2A

Graphic by SAWYER HITE

NEWS

2A | Friday, November 11, 2016

Legacy Phase Four begins
GARRETT HOWARD
lifestyle editor

The additions to Legacy Park continue
with the inclusion of Legacy Phase Four,
which will transition the residential area
from student apartments to faculty and
staff housing.
According to Chancellor David Burks, head
of the project, Legacy Phase Four has been in
development to some extent for about three
years and will feature more family-oriented
housing units than the Legacy Apartments.
“Phases One through Three were all bigger
apartments designed for students,” Burks said.
“Phase Four consists of single-unit housing
intended for families.”
Of the 19 housing lots available in Legacy
Phase Four, 10 have already been sold, with
two speculative houses to be constructed in
January. According to Burks, constructing
speculative houses helps potential buyers
who may not want to construct a house from
scratch. Burks said he did not know when all
the lots would be sold, but hoped it would be
within the next two or three years.
According to Burks, the completed work
on Legacy Phase Four includes street work

on Park Avenue, alleyways placed behind
Center Street, functional underground utilities
and lighting units continued from the rest of
Legacy Park. Burks plans to have six houses
under construction before Christmas.
Executive Vice President David Collins,
who has been assisting Burks on the Legacy
projects, hopes that the vision will spread
to other areas of Searcy once the first few
houses are built.
“I hope that (Legacy Phase Four) is
something that becomes contagious for
Searcy,” Collins said. “Property owners just
might want to revitalize their homes, and
it could be like an urban renewal project
for Searcy. At least, that’s the dream. That’s
what’s exciting to me.”
The particular style of Legacy Phase
Four, according to Burks, is based primarily
on house designs from the Carolinas, and
is heavily encouraged by the Architectural
Review Committee, on which Collins resides.
However, buyers are encouraged to select
their own house plans to design a structure
and interior that fits the individual’s needs.
“We are more concerned with the outside
aesthetic of the house, so there are no real
limits on the construction of the inside,” Burks
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said. “We prefer nine-foot ceilings on the first
floor, in line with the Legacy Apartments,
but it’s really up to the individual buyer.”
Burks is also encouraging buyers to select
two-story house plans, and consider building
additional living spaces for Harding students
who are eligible for off-campus stay. In fact,
there is a 10 percent discount on lot prices
for faculty and staff members who purchase
a lot, which, according to Burks, is to help
keep the neighborhood comprised of faculty,

staff, alumni and students.
“These are the types of people who typically
want to live here,” Burks said. “Because you
have only a 10 minute walk to the center of
campus, this living arrangement is not for
everyone.”
Burks did not know when Legacy Phase
Four would be completed, but he said he
expects the Phase Four houses to be fully
built in two to three years, with Legacy
Phase Five soon to follow.

week, email DormNet at dormnet@harding.
edu for help during the weekend, or consult
the DormNet blog at dormnet.blogspot.
com for prepared information on a variety
of IT issues.
On Oct. 5, an alert went out to a few
Harding students urging them to evacuate
because of a gas leak. Harding’s Public Safety
Department clarified soon after that the alert
was incorrect and should be disregarded.

in the Houston area that accidentally put
the alert out to former students without
specifying the campus, college or any other
details. Students in various universities
throughout a 12-state area received this
emergency alert.
Davis clarifies that the Everbridge
Emergency Notification System, Public
Safety’s alert system, is only used for major
emergencies (aside from the yearly disaster
drill test), like tornadoes and school closings.
“We do our best to not cry wolf,” Davis
said. “We want our student body to be
informed, but we don’t want to blast them
with information, which is why we limit what
our emergency notification system is used
for. Students, faculty and staff know that an
alert from us is a true emergency that they
need to pay attention to. We work closely
with a number of departments on campus
to make sure that anything the community
needs to know about is put out as quickly
and accurately as possible.”
Harding’s Public Safety office is available
24/7 via phone call, including weekends
and holidays.

Harding online security infiltrated through emails
GRAYSON PIERSHALE
beat reporter

On Oct. 19, several Harding students,
faculty and staff received emails appearing
as official Harding messages. The messages
were not actually from Harding, but were
being used as a means of infiltrating Harding
email accounts.
This type of security breach can be used
as an attempt to send out large volumes of
spam messages from a user’s email account
or to steal information from a student’s
Pipeline account, such as a social security
number or payroll information.
Lora Fleener, director of student technical
services, encourages everyone to exercise
great caution when receiving messages
that could potentially be used for harmful
purposes. Even with Harding’s security
measures in place, cybersecurity threats
cannot be prevented entirely.
Specifically, students should be wary
of suspicious details in the messages they
receive. In the Oct. 19 email, for example,
the sender’s email address was not a Harding

email address, the email’s greeting was
impersonal (“Dear user”), the link provided
was not a Harding URL and the message
was stated to be from the Georgia Southern
University System.
Fleener strongly urges students to change
their passwords regularly and refrain from
using the same password for all accounts.
She also points out that some networks,
such as Harding’s guest network, are not
as safe as some of Harding’s more secure
networks, and should be used with extreme
discretion.
If students have an issue with the networks
on Harding’s campus or anything else related
to computer and/or Internet usage, Fleener
encourages them to contact DormNet, the
student IT service, for help.
“The network is constantly being monitored
to make sure it’s up and working, so we’re
going to know when there’s a problem,”
Fleener said. “I want people to understand
that we do try to keep on top of things.
We’re here to help.”
Students who need help may call DormNet
to speak with a student worker during the

“I want people to
understand that we do
try to keep on top of
things. We’re here to
help.”
- Lora Fleener, director
of student technical
services
According to Kevin Davis, deputy director
of operations for Harding’s Public Safety
Department, the false alert was traced within
a couple of hours to a community college

Plans to increase minority population continue

The third installment in a series on racial diversity at Harding
JORDAN DOYLE
business manager

The Harding University Diversity
Committee will have its second meeting of the
semester on Nov. 28, and will begin finalizing
recommendations to the administration
to increase campus diversity, according to
university Executive Vice President David
Collins.
The Diversity Committee was established
in Spring 2016 as part of President Bruce
McLarty’s strategic plan to increase campus
diversity. Co-chair of the committee Tiffany
Byers said the committee is made up of
12 members — six black members and six
white members, three of whom are female
and nine of whom are male. The members
come from the College of Art and Design,
the College of Bible and Ministry, the College
of Education, the Kinesiology Department,
the Career Center, the Graduate Counseling
Program, Financial Aid Services, the Office
of Admissions and Harding Academy.
Collins said the committee was formed
in order to generate ideas on how to bring
about more racial diversity on campus.
“We believe from scripture that we are

all created in the image of God and that
God made every nation of the human race,”
Collins said. “I believe it is important, then,
for us to be carrying out our mission in a
context that is representative of our church
constituency and society in which we live.
We acknowledge that we are not there,
particularly with regard to race.”
Part of McLarty’s plan is to increase
enrollment of new students from
underrepresented populations by 10 percent
each year. According to Provost Marty Spears,
Harding’s percentage of undergraduate minority
students has only increased by 5.5 percent
per year on average over the past four years.
In 2012, Harding’s undergraduate minority
population was 9.3 percent; in 2013, 9.6
percent; in 2014, 10.2 percent; in 2015, 10.9
percent; and in 2016, 11.2 percent. Spears
said that while these numbers are good for
Harding, the administration will still work
toward meeting its goal of increasing minority
populations by 10 percent.
One way of meeting that goal, Spears
said, is by continuing to recruit students
from more diverse churches.
“People at different churches attend different
things like different youth conferences and

different activities, so you have to make
sure you’re recruiting in all the right places,”
Spears said.
Glenn Dillard, assistant vice president for
Enrollment Management, said the admissions
team has been working on recruiting in more
diverse places. He said admissions’ recent
focus has been on large churches that have
a predominately black population. Dillard
also said part of getting those students to
visit Harding is by hosting large events that
draw in prospective students.
“Hosting the Arkansas Youth Conference
for the past 25 years or so, as well as hosting
the National Youth Conference this past
summer for the second time, brings to campus
outstanding African American students,”
Dillard said. “Getting prospective students
to see our beautiful campus and meet our
friendly students and staff in person is huge.
We have found that the majority of the
students who experience Harding in person
want to enroll.”
Spears said that, since he took up his
position as provost in June 2016, he has been
looking into possible reasons as to why some
enrolled students are not coming back. He
said there is an Institutional Effectiveness
Analyst who started looking at retention
data in August to find any possible trends
for why some populations of students are
not returning after their first year.
“One of the things I’ve emphasized as
provost is to really use our data to try to study
and better understand ourselves so we can
improve,” Spears said. “We’re hoping to learn
a lot … If you can find out what problems are
in that first year, you can help more students
become more successful. That’s certainly
true with minority students. If they don’t
have the experience at Harding that keeps
them here and allows them to succeed, we
want to know why. We want to try to fix any
problems we can.”
The details of McLarty’s plan can be
found in the “President” section of Harding’s
website. He will submit the plan to the
Higher Learning Commission for review
Graphic by RACHEL GIBSON in January 2017.
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TRUMP, from 1A
CNN exit polls gathered data among key
demographics, providing some insight into
this election cycle’s voting patterns. Males
preferred Trump and females preferred
Clinton, with 53 percent of males and 54
percent of females voting for their respective
preference. Clinton won the vote of younger
participants; 52 percent of 18-44 year olds
voted for Clinton and 53 percent of those 45
or older voted for Trump. Minorities favored
Clinton, with 88 percent of blacks, 65 percent
of Latinos and 65 percent of Asians voting
in her favor. Trump secured 58 percent of the
white voters. College graduates also favored
Clinton, with 52 percent voting for Clinton
and 52 percent of non-graduates voting for
Trump.
Sophomore Madison Hicks said she
anticipated Trump’s victory and was pleased
with the outcome. According to Hicks, Trump
will help the U.S. succeed.
“I believe that what happened Tuesday
night was a direct reflection of America’s
contempt with big government and their desire
for change,” Hicks said. “Trump reached the
people on a basic, simple level that gained
him voters and support. I am prayerful that
this presidency finally brings the positive
change that America has been desperately
searching for.”
According to USA Today, protests erupted
Wednesday in most major U.S. cities, notable
examples including Los Angeles and New York
City, just outside of Trump Tower. Protesters
used the hashtag #notmypresident to signify
their disapproval of the results of the election.
Clinton, who had planned an extravagant
victory party complete with confetti to mimic
the shattering of the glass ceiling, instead
gave her concession speech Wednesday at
the New Yorker Hotel in Manhattan.
“This loss hurts,” Clinton said. “But please
never stop believing that fighting for what’s
right is worth it.”
President Barack Obama also delivered a
speech on Wednesday at the White House
Rose Garden.
“Everybody is sad when their side loses an
election,” Obama said. “But the day after, we
have to remember that we’re actually all on
one team. This is an intramural scrimmage.”
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hannah j. moore

The Christian ‘Creed’
scott cravens

guest
writer

C

onsidering recent events that have taken
hold of our nation, I have decided that
I can no longer remain silent on the state
of Christianity in this nation. This country
was founded on Christian principles, and
I don’t think that our forefathers would
be proud of what we have become. War,
economic despair and authoritarian leaders
were mere clouds that covered our nation,
but none would compare to the storm that
came with rock and roll.
The fall of our nation first started in the
‘50s with the introduction of the hip-shaking,
gyrating and pompadour-hair-wearing rock
and roll movement. In the ‘60s, well-shaven,
mop-headed Europeans stole the hearts of
teenagers across the U.S. and caused the
collapse of modesty in dating. After the brief
victory of winning the Space Race, the ‘70s
led us to the dark side of the moon. Don’t
even get me started on the ‘80s.
For generations, rock and roll embraced
the debauchery that our forefathers detest-

ed. America was six feet from the edge
until four men from Tallahassee, Florida,
stepped forward with arms wide open.
Webster’s dictionary defines creed as,
“an idea or set of beliefs that guides the
actions of a person or group,” but in the
‘90s it was redefined. During the darkness
surrounding the music of the ‘90s, one
band became a light to all. Loose jeans,
skateboards and heavy metal couldn’t
hold back that blunt force.
If you guessed that this whole article
is about the band Creed, then you are
correct.
Creed revolutionized the idea of
putting underlying Christian themes in
their music while remaining a secular
rock band. When binging on Creed, I
love to listen for the little hidden theological treasures they have in all their
songs. In the song, “Higher”, the vocalist
describes the idea of escaping the life
of pain we endure now and going to a
place higher than where he finds himself.
In the chorus, he literally asks if “you”
(you being Jesus) can take him to a place
where “blind men see” and where there
are “golden streets” (An allusion to the
verse in Revelation 21 about heaven).
Not only that, but Creed passionately
underlines the ultimate need to lean on
Jesus completely in every situation. One
can find this to be true by listening to the

songs “One Last Breath,” “My Sacrifice,”
“My Own Prison” and many more.
Creed entered the rock universe with
much success and later went on to win
a Grammy in 2001 for Best Rock Song
with their most famous single, “With
Arms Wide Open.” With this success,
Creed has had an incredible ability to
plant seeds of Christian values through
their music. The effect of their music is
nuanced by the social situation of listeners
in a culture dominated by darkness, drugs
and apathy. With this, Creed becomes
an outlet for the weak, voiceless and
forgotten peoples. Our nation has found
itself in a state of weakness, muteness
and neglect. I propose that the answers
to all our problems is in the Spirit-led
messages that Creed has been proclaiming
for 23 years.
To quote Creed, “Although I’d like our
world to change, it helps me to appreciate
those nights and those dreams. But, my
friend, I’d sacrifice all those nights if I
could make the Earth and my dreams
the same. The only difference is to let
love replace all our hate.”
SCOTT CRAVENS is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
scravens1@harding.edu.
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Medical marijuana: more than just smoking weed
karis elliott

guest
writer

T

he Arkansas Medical Marijuana
Amendment was the underdog of
this election season. Not only did Issue 6
pass in Arkansas, but also in Florida and
North Dakota. This is huge. Arkansas is
now the first state in the Bible Belt to
legalize medical marijuana, and many
states could follow in these footsteps.
Let’s get down to business. First,
medical marijuana is not just smoking
weed because you have tennis elbow, it
is chemically different from recreational
marijuana. Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) is the mind-altering ingredient in
marijuana. THC is FDA-approved and
is used to increase appetite and reduce

staff
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nausea, as well decrease pain, inflammation
and muscle control problems. Cannabidiol
(CBD) is not mind-altering and is primarily
bred and used to treat epileptic seizures
and possibly mental illnesses and disorders.
I have seen countless documentaries
about children as young as 4 years old being
addicted to their seizure medication and
not being able to speak. As soon as they
were weaned off their prescription drugs
and given CBD in the form of oil, their
seizures stopped, and they could tell their
parents three meaningful words: “I love
you.” I’ve witnessed a man with Parkinson’s
disease stop shaking almost entirely after
he took his medical marijuana pills.
I know what you’re thinking. People
will abuse the system. Guess what? There
are people everywhere who abuse every
system. Just think for a minute: wouldn’t
you rather have the child in the church
nursery enjoying her friends instead of
being drugged up and addicted to medicine
before she’s even potty-trained? Wouldn’t
you rather see grandparents picking up their
grandchildren and laughing with them to
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opinions editor
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lifestyle editor
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head copy editor
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asst. copy editor
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their hearts’ content instead of shaking
so terribly to the point of not even being
able to feed themselves?
This is revolutionary medicine. I
have been supporting it ever since I
was in high school, and I still support
it to this day. I am struggling to have
pride in this country, but I have absolute pride in Arkansas for this decision.
I am proud to attend school in a state
where my depression could be treated
with a non-habit forming alternative
medication rather than the addictive
anti-depressants I am currently on and
have been on since ninth grade. So yes,
some people will lie and abuse the system,
but those few crooked people will never
surmount the incredible quality of life
that will be restored to people that have
been suffering their whole lives, whether
that be a life of four years or 64 years.
KARIS ELLIOTT is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
kelliott1@harding.edu.
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it’s
complicated

T

‘Fine dining ...
and breathing’

hanksgiving break is quickly approaching. People
will be traveling home to see their families, have
a lovely meal and inevitably get into a political argument. This always happens when you put a diverse,
intergenerational group together in one room, but
especially following the election this year, I predict
the number of these disputes will skyrocket.
I suggest that you figure out how you’re going
to behave before you sit down at the dinner table
that day. Make a plan and stick to it. Here are some
possibilities I’ve come up with to help you decide:
1. Show up, eat, then leave. Don’t engage with your
great grandfather’s racist ramblings. You can’t teach an
old dog new human decency. Keep your complaints
to a minimum, because saying you should have worn
stretchier pants is a totally valid concern, and that
should definitely be said by everyone in attendance
before grabbing another slice of pumpkin pie. Don’t
start a fight. Just don’t do it. Everyone will still go
home irritated, but at least they won’t be fuming.
This is the ideal, but I know it could be difficult to
accomplish.
2. Be the peacekeeper. If a conversation looks like
it’s about to get heated, ask them if they’d care for
a couple of ice cubes. If you grandpa calls Hillary
Clinton a nasty woman and your cousin fires back by
calling him a deplorable, please, for the love of green
bean casserole, intervene. Tell them both they’re being
rude and that they need to go sit at the kids’ table.
This threat will hopefully shut them up.
3. Only speak up about issues that deeply bother
you to your core. Examples include actual threats to
actual people or implications that certain types of
people are inherently better than others. Tell them in
a kind and respectful manner that they’re mistaken
and they should probably reconsider. Explain to them
that everyone has a different point of view, and that
in this nation everyone has the right to live freely and
safely. This option is my personal favorite.
4. When you’re triggered, fire back. Respond to
every snide comment or derogatory remark, every
single one of them. Preheat comebacks to 425 degrees. Memorize statistics and quotes so that weird,
hula-hooping, Renaissance fair attending cousin that
you only see twice a year thinks you’re too smart to
compete with and backs off. Take the last croissant.
Make sure there aren’t any left in the oven like the
commercials seem to suggest. Secure yourself at the
top of the pecking order and show those turkeys what
you’ve been learning in college.
5. Start the political fights yourself. Hurl those
insults. Call your family members terrible names.
Make sure that your misguided and ignorant rhetoric
is offensive enough to divide the family into factions so
that they will never speak to each other again. Literally
start throwing food at people. Start with the cranberry
sauce, because nobody eats that disgusting garbage.
Mom just sets it out for the aesthetic anyway. It also
stains easily, so throw it on all of the couches and all
of the carpets. Make your mark so that your grandma’s
favorite knitting armchair will always remember The
Great Thanksgiving Food Fight of 2016. This option
seems very unwise, but is a real possibility.
It’s now up to you to decide the future of your
Thanksgiving dinner. Are you going to make peace
with your family members much like the elementary
school version of Thanksgiving portrays the Pilgrims
and Native Americans doing? Or are you going to
reenact the historically accurate settling of this continent with a family feud? Your prerogative.
As for me, I’m going home with a friend, so I’ll
be charting new territory.

HANNAH J. MOORE is the opinions editor
for the Bison.
She may be contacted at hmoore@harding.edu.
Twitter: @hannah_j_moore
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joshua johnson

same song,
second verse

Where is the
love?

W

ell, I lost a bet.
That makes me sad, but I’m sad for
more reasons than one. I’ll get to that later.
I’m a competitive guy. I don’t like to lose.
However, I am writing this at 11:55 on election
night, and by all accounts Donald J. Trump
will be our next president.
In case you missed my last column, let me
recap the incriminating wager I made with
my friend Zach. Due to my own confidence
in a Clinton victory, I agreed to use the word
CAT in my column 50 times if the DemoCATs (sorry) lost their seat in the White
House this week. Zach, on the other hand,
agreed to glue a glazed doughnut to his face
and run around the Front Lawn if Clinton
was victorious.
Obviously I am desicCATed at this unprecedented outcome. However, I’m going
to be honest with you. Zach and I both
prepared loopholes in the event of an upset
in our opponent’s favor.
“You know I’ll follow through with this
bet,” Zach informed me last week. “But you
failed to specify at what time of day I should
complete this challenge.”
He’s not wrong.
“Honestly,” he continued, “I have no
problem running around the Front Lawn
with a doughnut on my face. Especially if it
is 5 a.m., and everyone is asleep.”
Well, my friend... I never specified that
I would use the word CAT 50 times in the
same column. You know I’ll follow through
with this equivoCATory wager. But if you
are counting, we might not hit that magic
number for awhile.
On a more serious note, I do want to talk
about the election. All the political social
media posts have been entertaining, to an
extent. But ultimately, they leave me with an
empty, hollow sadness. From Trump supporters
declaring that “America is ours,” to snubbed
Democrats swearing to never “respect anyone
who didn’t vote for women and minorities,” the
sad truth is that love did not win this week.
Look at the popular vote — Trump won by
less than a percent. Half of the country did
not support his campaign. But half of the
country also did not support Clinton. The
voices on the internet will have you believe this
is because America has decided to blatantly
disregard the rights of women, Latinos and
the LGBT community.
Wrong.
Out of the many, many layers of the political platforms, the one that won the election
was change. My family and friends from the
swing state of Pennsylvania are among those
who voted Republican this year. I know these
people, and believe me when I say they did
not cast their vote for misogynism, ostracism
and what have you. They did not vote for
a man who objectifies women and isolates
our international citizens. They voted for
change. They voted for an outsider. Half of
the country decided that maybe, just maybe, a
non-politician is the medicine America needs.
If you know me, you know I like to generate an air of nonchalance about the election
process. It doesn’t take a psychology major
to see that this is a defensive mechanism. I
despise conflict, and there are few sacrifices
I would not make to bring any two halves
into a whole. Unfortunately, this week, I find
myself helpless to do so.
“Love Wins” was the mantra of the nation
not so long ago. I can’t help but ask: where is
the love now? I despise the division we are
experiencing, because I truly don’t care about
politics. I care about people. At the end of
the week, don’t we all want to see love win?
The votes have been counted, but it is far
from over. For my part, I just want to say: I
love you. I love you all, and I hope you’re able
to find peace with the results of the election.
As for me, I’ll be spending the next 24
hours packing my bags. I need to get away
until the dissent dies down.
I think I might move to CATada.
I’m so sorry.
JOSHUA JOHNSON is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146

I’m with Punkin.
katie mcdonnel

guest
writer

I

would like to take this moment and reflect on the historic political season we
all witnessed and will all be reflecting on
today, tomorrow and for the next few weeks
until January when our president elect swears
into office.
America saw a lot over the past year, and
we certainly let it all hang out and aired our
dirty laundry to our neighbors near and far.
We are finally past Nov. 8, the date that we
all thought would never arrive, and we have
our battle wounds to prove it.
I’m not here to discuss the campaign, the
cheap shots, the improper use of social media,
the aggression, the anger or the catty manner
in which this election was carried out. I’m not

Illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

Come together
even here to discuss the election results
themselves, because we all woke up on
Nov. 9 knowing the results and having
our own opinions.
I’m here to discuss the manner in which
we ought to conduct ourselves whether or
not our candidate won and how to truly
get the most out of the next four years.
The election is over, and it is time to
move on. It was a political season that
consumed and divided us, but now it is
our job to come together and unify our
country. We have spent too much time
tearing down those who vote Democrat,
who vote Republican or who don’t vote at
all. We filled our country with negativity,
but now it is time to pivot and push our
country towards unity and positivity.
I do not write this ignoring the fact
that there will always be division of some
sort in our country; even at a place like
Harding, there is division among different
denominations, different religious values,
different political beliefs, etc., but that
does not stop us from laying a hand on

our brother and praying for him. We have
the ability to set aside our differences because we understand that we belong to God
before we ever belong to a country. We are
Christians before we are Americans, and
God can work regardless of who is in the
Oval Office.
If you are wearing Make America Great
Again merchandise this week, I urge you to
accept the win with grace and humility. I
beg you to understand that the differences
we see in our country’s opinions, beliefs,
culture and social standings are what already makes America great. I urge you to
pray over your man, today and every day to
follow during his administration.
If you were with her, I urge you to not
be discouraged by this loss. Your voice was
heard and respected, so keep using it to
bridge the gap between our divided nation.
KATIE MCDONNEL is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
kmcdonnel@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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need to confess something, and please
try not to be shocked. Yes, I am the
mild-mannered English teacher who never
goes anywhere without a sport coat and a
blue pen and who gets his thrills picking up
trash off the sidewalk. But I have a secret.
It happened a long time ago in another
state, but it may still cause a scandal.
You see, for nine years, I lived with an
older woman.
Her name was Pauline, and the story
goes like this. In 1994, I graduated from
a college that was only 45 minutes away
from home. Next I was headed out to grad
school at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, and for the first time in
my life, I was about to change my address.
Since I knew nothing about the Carolina
housing market, my mother suggested that
I call the local Church of Christ to see if
they knew — in her words — a “sweet
little old lady” who had a room for rent.
So we called, and they did. As it turns
out, a woman in the church had just mentioned to the minister the previous week
that she would like to rent out a room in
her townhouse to “a nice young man.” A
few weeks later I went up for a visit, met
Pauline, and signed a lease. The deal was
a classic win-win: I got a place to live that
was convenient and inexpensive, with occasional invitations to dinner downstairs.
Pauline got some extra income and help
with household chores.
But she never liked me to tell that story,
mainly because she didn’t want to be called
“a sweet little old lady.” I, on the other hand,
have always embraced the title “nice young
man” and plan to continue using it long
after the “young” part becomes comical
many years from now.
Pauline was born in West Virginia in
1919. She raised a family in Columbus,
Ohio, and continued to live there after her
husband died of a brain tumor. She worked

The Perils of Pauline
michael
claxton
as a church secretary for years, but when
that situation ended, she decided it was
time for a change. So she chose a place on
the map at random and moved to Durham,
North Carolina, not knowing a soul there.
She soon got a job as a secretary at the
Environmental Protection Agency.
When I met Pauline, she was 75 and a
real character. She was quick-witted and
full of spunk. She laughed all the time and
loved needling her friends… and her new
roommate. She noticed how often I had
chicken for dinner and kept expecting me
to start shedding feathers. She had one of
those bird clocks that chirped every hour
on the hour, and the more annoyed other
people were by it, the happier Pauline
was. She had arthritis, and when a friend
once suggested that she try eating raisins
soaked in gin, she said she might try it
and just throw away the raisins.
Of course she was kidding. Her joyful
sense of fun came from a deep faith.
Pauline woke up every morning at 5 a.m.
to read her Bible. She crocheted stocking
caps to give to the homeless and painted
T-shirts by hand to send to children in
Honduras. She hosted a Bible study in
her home every Thursday, continuing a
tradition from her Columbus days and
not stopping, even after she moved into
a nursing home a few years back. Pauline
was both funny and a stickler for truth.
Whenever someone expressed a theology
that was not based in Scripture, she would
ask if it was from II Opinions.
She had simple tastes. She drove a huge,

rusty old Lincoln and liked watching
“Little House on the Prairie.” She maintained a hummingbird feeder and loved
to gaze out her window to observe the
birds at mealtime. She introduced me to
a dominoes game called “Chickenfoot,”
and I discovered how fiercely competitive she was. Some nights she stayed up
late playing Solitaire on the computer, a
machine she used for no other purpose.
When I moved in, neither of us had
any idea how long it would last. Had
she known I would stick around for nine
years, I wonder if she wouldn’t have run
screaming back to Ohio. But we stuck
together year after year. Even when she
moved twice, I moved with her.
She had three rules when I first moved
in: no drugs, no booze, and no girls. I
dutifully obeyed the rules. In case you’re
wondering why I’m still single, I guess I
keep forgetting that the ban on girls was
lifted when I moved out. A fellow gets
used to the rules.
I’ve visited Pauline a few times since
then. At 96, she’s still sassy. During one
visit, an announcement over the intercom
called the nursing home residents to their
weekly Bingo game. I said, “Hey Pauline,
it’s time for Bingo.” She deadpanned, “I
can hardly wait.”
I used to tease her by asking if she
had starred in “The Perils of Pauline,”
a weekly melodrama of the silent film
era. She didn’t mind being old and just
laughed it off. She gave as good as she
got, so we made a pretty good team for
nine years. Pauline hasn’t been well lately,
and I pray God’s blessings upon the wisest
and wittiest roommate I ever had.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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The soccer teams celebrate their Great American Conference Tournament victories at the Stevens Soccer complex on Nov. 8. The men’s team won its first ever
conference title and broke the program record with 14 wins this season. The women will play in the NCAA Tournament in Mankato, Minnesota today at 1 p.m.

Bisons, Lady Bisons sweep GAC championships
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor

When the women’s soccer team faced
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
(SWOSU) on Saturday, Nov. 5, a Great
American Conference (GAC) Championship
was on the line. After 110 minutes of play left
the score tied 2-2, freshman goalkeeper Jessica
Woessner saved three penalty kicks in the
shootout to give sophomore defender Sierra
Phillips a chance to win the game with one
shot. As Phillips’ kick flew past the SWOSU
goalkeeper, the Lady Bisons rushed the field
to celebrate their second straight GAC title.
“I was at the bottom of the dogpile, and I
couldn’t breathe, but when I finally got up, I
was so happy,” Woessner said. “There were just
a lot of situations in that game where all that
we had worked for was riding on one play, so
when we came out on top I was so relieved.”
After hosting and winning the tournament
last season, the Lady Bisons were seeded third
this year, having lost four conference games.
Senior defender Hannah Wilhelm said the team
drew from its experience from last year when
it faced adversity during the regular season.
“The games we lost were kind of rough but
it made us become closer as a team,” Wilhelm

said. “I think it helped a lot to know what it
felt like to win (last year) and to want to do
it again. Even though we lost some good
seniors, we knew had a good enough group
to do it again.”
Joining the Lady Bisons in their championship
celebration were head coach Jon Ireland and
the men’s soccer team, who made the trip to
Weatherford, Oklahoma, to watch the women’s
team play after their GAC semifinal win over
Ouachita Baptist University on Friday.
“The guys had so much fun at the girls’
game,” Ireland said. “I mean they were doing
cheers and chants on the sideline. Our guys
were almost the first ones to start the dogpile; our whole team was out there jumping
up and down with the girls’ team. It’s pretty
special to see that, and I do think that made a
difference, because I think when we left there,
the guys had that image in their mind that
that could be us.”
A day later on Nov. 6, the Bisons would
start their own dogpile after a 2-0 victory
over 1-seed Oklahoma Baptist University
(OKBU) gave the men’s soccer program its
first ever conference title. The win marked the
third GAC Championship of the weekend for
Harding after the women’s soccer team and the
football team each claimed a title on Saturday.

The Bisons were contained offensively in
a scoreless first half against OKBU before
sophomore forward Jeremy Nwonumah finally
broke the tie with a goal in the 58th minute.
According to Ireland, sophomore midfielder
Jason Diaz’s successful penalty kick in the
71st minute all but sealed it for the Bisons,
especially as they reached the final few minutes
of the game.
“Once we got under five minutes, you could
just sense it,” Ireland said. “Our guys were so
focused and so driven. The second goal helped
the guys calm down and be composed and
once they got to the last few minutes, they
were not going to give that up.”
In his first season as head coach, Ireland
led the Bisons to a program-best 14 wins.
Senior defender Jeremy Rector said Ireland’s
transformation of his team’s style of play made
the difference this season.
“(Ireland) has gotten the players to believe
that if we buy into the system that he’s going to
help us out with, then we can do great things,”
Rector said.“Last year we played more defensive
and kind of sat back and absorbed the pressure,
but this year he completely changed it, and
we’re all attacking. Defending starts with the
forwards, and they’re putting pressure up there
so that makes the other team make mistakes.”

The championship victory was the final
game for Rector and four other seniors, as the
men’s team fell two spots short of qualifying
for the NCAA Tournament in the Central
Region Rankings. Rector said, however, that
ending his career with a GAC title is a dream
come true.
“It’s incredible, especially for me and some
of the seniors,” Rector said. “These last couple
of years have been rough at times, so to go out
like this is pretty cool.”
The Lady Bisons’championship win clinched
them a second straight NCAA Tournament
berth under head coach Greg Harris. Harris
said his team is prepared for a more successful
trip north after losing its opening round game
of last year’s NCAA Tournament in Minnesota.
“Our mindset going in is that this is a new
season and it’s about winning,” Harris said. “We
want to eliminate the little mistakes and do
well the things we do well. There’s 48 teams
left and these teams can win games because
if you make a little mistake, they make you
pay for it. The girls have been practicing hard;
they don’t want to just go and show up, they’re
going up there to win.”
The Lady Bisons begin NCAA Tournament
play today at 1 p.m. against Fort Hays State
University in Mankato, Minnesota.

Football reaches 10-0, clinches conference title
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor

The Harding football team overcame two
lost fumbles in a rainy first half to defeat
Northwestern Oklahoma State University
(NWOSU) 24-7 on Saturday, Nov. 5. The
Bisons improved to 10-0 this season with
the victory and clinched their first ever Great
American Conference championship.
After jumping out to a 10-0 lead, a Harding muffed punt gave NWOSU a short field
just before halftime. Head coach Ronnie
Huckeba, who is coaching his final season
for the Bisons, said he was proud of his team’s
composure after NWOSU capitalized and
cut the lead to 10-7 after the first half.
“(The first half ) was a challenge for both
offenses,” Huckeba said. “They couldn’t hold
on to the ball, and we were having trouble
too. The game was 10-7 at halftime, but I
caleb rowan
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2016: A year to
remember

While this year’s political landscape may be
one that many Americans want to forget, the
sports scene of 2016 has been one to remember. From Peyton Manning going out on top,
an NCAA Title decided by a buzzer-beater,
Cleveland’s long-awaited championship and
an end to the Cubs’ 108-year World Series
drought, this year has certainly stamped its
place in sports history.
In early February, NFL fans were treated to
a Super Bowl match-up between the league’s

didn’t feel like it was near that close. I knew
that when we came out in the second half,
we’d have a chance to distance ourselves and
that first drive, that’s exactly what we did.”
Back-to-back rushing touchdowns by
junior running back Zach Shelley and senior
running back Dwayne Carter extended the
Bisons’ lead to 24-7 in the third quarter and the
nation’s top scoring defense held NWOSU’s
conference-leading passing offense scoreless
in the second half to seal the victory.
“Nothing to me was surprising about
the way (the defense) played,” Huckeba
said. “They played very aggressively, I think
(they) broke off the ball very well today.
That’s a very good quarterback over there,
he’s got great touch on the ball, and we kept
him off balance because we were able to get
pressure on him.”
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most explosive offense, led by Cam Newton,
and its best defense, led by eventual MVP Vonn
Miller.The saying “defense wins championships”
rang true when Denver held Carolina to just
10 points and won its third title. The Broncos’
win marked a fitting going-away party for
quarterback Peyton Manning, whose retirement
rumors had become the focus in the media
leading up to the big game. The 39-year-old
legend, who had been out a big chunk of the
season due to injury, nabbed another Super
Bowl ring exactly one month before officially
announcing the end of his illustrious career.
The University of Villanova continued
the theme of incredible championship games
in April when forward Kris Jenkins hit a
game-winning 3-pointer as time expired to
beat the University of North Carolina 77-74 in
the NCAA Tournament final. Basketball fans
were enthralled,Twitter exploded, commentator
Bill Raftery added “double order, sauteed!” to
his signature “ONIONS!” call and the sports
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Senior running back Zach Shelley carries the ball during the 42-27 win over
SWOSU on Oct 2. The 10-0 Bisons will host Arkansas Tech University on
Saturday, Nov. 13, for Senior Day at 2 p.m. at First Security Stadium.
world was 2 for 2.
When the NBA Finals came around,
a Golden State repeat over the Cleveland
Cavaliers seemed inevitable. Steph Curry’s
Warriors had broken the NBA record by going
73-9 during the regular season and had just
survived a 7-game series with the Thunder.
But, down 3-1 in the series, LeBron James and
Kyrie Irving took it upon themselves to spoil
the Warriors’ championship bid, thoroughly
entertaining sports fans on the way. Those of
us who watched Game 7 from start to finish
will not be forgetting it anytime soon. At last,
the city of Cleveland’s curse had ended after
a 42-year championship drought.
Speaking of Cleveland, the Indians surprised
many by riding their explosive lineup and solid
pitching into this year’s World Series. As I’m
sure you all know, their opponent was the Chicago Cubs. In typical 2016 fashion, the series
went to seven games after Cleveland blew a
3-1 series lead. All eyes were on the winner-

take-all Game 7 just a couple of weeks ago as
both teams looked to snap major World Series
droughts. There were blown leads, errors, wild
pitches, extra innings, a rain delay, and a victory
for my least favorite team; yet somehow, it was
one of the best baseball games I’ve ever seen.
Now, a year that may go down in history
for many reasons seems to be dwindling to
its end. The world of sports has been a bright
spot in 2016, and with the college football
season nearing its climax, who knows what
kind of magic we’re in store for when the CFP
semifinals take place on New Year’s Eve. In the
meantime, to those of you who missed out on
this year’s historic sports moments: don’t make
the same mistake next year. Now seems as good
a time as any to take a break from the politics
and enjoy a ballgame.
CALEB ROWAN is the sports editor for
the Bison. He may be contacted at
crowan@harding.edu.
Twitter: @crowan64
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Basketball teams set to kick off regular season
TAYLOR HODGES
asst. sports editor

The Great American Conference (GAC)
basketball preseason coaches’ poll was released in October, and both the men’s and
women’s basketball teams were picked in
the top three.
The Lady Bisons were ranked No. 1 in
this year’s preseason poll. After finishing
second in the conference in the regular
season last year, they lost in the quarterfinals
of the GAC tournament to seventh-seed
East Central University (ECU).
“We have a lot of girls that have high
expectations for this season,” head coach
Tim Kirby said. “They are here to win a
conference championship, and if you are
ranked at the top, then it shows that we
have put this team in a position to be able
to compete for that … As far as what else
it means, I don’t really know. We try not to
change a whole lot from year to year with
what we do.”
The Lady Bisons lost one senior from last
year’s team, and they are returning senior
forward Correy Moyer and senior guard
Andi Haney. Moyer is returning this year
after a season-ending knee injury suffered
against Christian Brothers University in 2015.
“Everything is looking great right now,”
Moyer said. “My shot is back, and I’m very
ready to get back out there and be the jolt
whenever we need it this year.”
This year’s women’s team has also added two transfer players, along with three
freshmen who will look to make an impact
this season.
“(The younger players) bring a lot of
excitement,” Kirby said. “They are eager

and excited about being a part of a college
basketball team. Sometimes, a young team
is considered a negative thing, but I see that
as being something that is very positive for
this team. It is something that we can build
on and be really excited about.”
Moyer added that the younger team has a
strong team atmosphere, and that will carry
over onto the court.
“They have really stepped in to help carry
the load this year,” Moyer said. “It’s more
of a team atmosphere this season. You can
really tell that we are here for each other.”
The men’s basketball team was preseason ranked No. 3 in the GAC coaches’
poll. They look to repeat as regular-season
conference champions and compete in the
championship game for the second season
in a row after losing to Ouachita Baptist
University (OBU).
“It’s a good thing, but I think our main
focus has been this upcoming weekend,”
senior guard Will Francis said. “It is definitely something you look at, but hopefully
it’s not something that we think about too
much. We just need to think about how we
can get better.”
The Bisons lost six seniors from last year’s
regular-season championship team and only
have two seniors on this year’s team returning
from last year. They have also added Austin
Mankin, a senior forward transfer student
from the University of Oklahoma.
“Austin has been a great guy on this
team, and a leader in the locker room, and
that has made the transition a lot easier,”
head coach Jeff Morgan said. “I think for
him it is about learning our system and
getting minutes. He’s done really well in
practice with keeping things simple and

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison

Senior forward Austin Mankin shoots a layup as head coach Jeff Morgan
looks on during a practice on Nov. 8. The Bisons open their season today
against Minnesota State University Moorhead in Bethany, Oklahoma.
letting things come to him, and he is going
to help us out a lot.”
Francis said that this team does have some
experience, but one thing that the team has
been working on in practice is playing well
together.
“Between our seniors and our transfer,
we do have a lot of experience. Just not a lot
of experience together,” Francis said. “That

Lady Bisons extend winning
streak to seven games
MICHALIE BROWN
student writer

The women’s volleyball team is tied for first place
against Oklahoma Baptist University (OKBU) in the
Great American Conference (GAC) after a 3-0 win
against Henderson State University on Nov. 3. The team
currently has a seven-win streak, including their first away
win at Southern Arkansas University (SAU) on Nov. 1.
“The SAU game was tough for us because it was about
us coming together and showing everyone that we could
still be a good team on the road and doing what we’ve
been doing at home in someone else’s gym,” sophomore
defensive specialist Taylor Lake said.
The Bisons won the game against SAU in three sets
(27-25, 25-9, 25-20) with 35 kills, hit .220 and had 10
team blocks.
“SAU was the first time we had played away in a
while and so we really wanted to prove that we weren’t
just winning because we were home, it was because
we’re playing well,” sophomore outside hitter Madison
Poen said.
Sophomore Zoe Hardin and freshman Alex Nolan led
Harding with eight kills. Hardin, who leads the GAC in
blocks, had seven while Nolan and Lake had 16 digs each.
“We are always happy to get on the bus with a 3-0
win on a road trip. We were a little more streaky tonight

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

If you ran for president,
what would your campaign
slogan be?
Who would be your Vice
President?

If you won, what would be
your first action in office?

Is Donald Trump’s hair real?
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than I would like but we did a good job scoring when
necessary. Our defense did a great job tonight,” coach
Meredith Fear said in an interview with Harding Sports.
The win against HSU marked Harding’s 20th win of
the season (25-20, 25-21, 25-20). Harding had 43 kills
in the match and hit .307 on 101 attempts.
“Especially these past couple of games we’re really
found our groove, so we’ve been working really well
together. We were disappointed with last season, so this
season we came in ready to win,” Poen said.
Harding was led by Hardin and sophomore outside
hitter Emily Clayton who each had 10 kills for the Lady
Bisons. Hardin hit .562 and added seven blocks. She had
10 blocks against HSU earlier this season.
The Harding defense was led by Lake who had 13
digs. Nolan added 11 digs and also had three blocks.
“We’ve hit a point in the season where we’re really
connecting as a team and really understand how the
people next to us play. It was a matter of us coming
together as a team and deciding we were going to do
our best,” Lake said.
The Lady Bisons played their last two regular season
games against Arkansas Tech University and the University of Arkansas at Monticello on Nov. 8 and Nov.
10, respectively. Results were not available at press time.
Harding will play in the GAC Tournament starting on
Thursday, Nov. 17 in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Park Parish
Football

Phillip White

is something that is going to get better as
the season goes on, and it’s something that
we have worked on a lot so far this year.”
The Bisons open their season tonight
at 4 p.m. in Bethany, Oklahoma, against
Minnesota State University Moorhead
(MSUM). The Lady Bisons also take on
MSUM Saturday at 2 p.m. in Kansas City,
Missouri.

According to senior running back Michael Latu,
who rushed 19 times for 80 yards and a touchdown in
the win, the team’s ability to stay focused each week has
been a catalyst for its success. Latu said that even after a
title-clinching victory on Saturday, the Bisons will start a
new week and focus on their regular season finale against
Arkansas Tech University.
“We normally try to take the night to celebrate and come
Sunday we try to refocus,” Latu said. “We will try to forget
everything from the past because we’re 0-0 every week.”
Huckeba agreed and said that one of this team’s biggest
accomplishments is its ability to play each week as if it’s
a new season.
“I think we’ve played every week like it was a season
and taken each game for what it was, and that’s the way
you should play anyway,” Huckeba said. “The games that
you get to play are few and far between, and everybody’s
career normally ends after college football, so the idea is
to enjoy every one of them. I’m so proud of these guys
because they’ve done that — they’ve enjoyed every game.”
The Bisons will host Arkansas Tech University for Senior
Day on Saturday, Nov. 12 at First Security Stadium. A win
would secure Harding’s first ever undefeated regular season
in football. Regardless of the game’s outcome, the Bisons
will still be GAC Champions, an achievement Huckeba
and Latu are both very proud of.
“Words can’t describe it,” Latu said. “I’ve never been a
part of a championship team so it feels great. It’s a blessing,
especially with all these guys.”
“It’s surreal,” Huckeba added. “It’s something that we’ve
dreamed of, and you know, sometimes dreams do come true.”

Kohl Blickenstaff Melita Sutherland

Aaron Craig

Soccer

Football

Soccer

“Vote for me. The only
emails I have deleted
are about chapel
skips.”

“Remember, you’re the
onewho can fill the
world with sunshine.”

“Pick Blick.”

“Voter, I hardly
know her.”

“You done messed
up if you don’t
vote for A-A-RON.”

Dr. Clifton Ganus Jr.

Nicolas Cage.

Bob Goff.

Chris Hemsworth.

Ron Swanson.

Do away with
the St. Louis
Cardinals.

Make Crocs illegal
in all 50 states.

Allow shorts
to be worn at
Harding.

Make June 9
National Workshop
Day

As real as mine.

Most definitely.

Man, I don’t
know.

It’s real hair —
all three strands
of it.

Soccer

Free Kodak Black.

Fake.
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Student makes headway while pursuing music
LINDSEY LEDFORD
class writer
“When I am backstage or in the crowd, I feel
very calm,” freshman Dara Niemi said. “But when
my name gets called, my heart begins to race so fast,
and my legs shake. All I can focus on is trying not
to fall in my heels. But once I start singing, I close
my eyes and flash back to those small moments
where I am singing to my sweet mama. For some
reason that always calms me down.”
Dara Niemi started her singing career at 12
years old and has since preformed in several singing competitions, including Nash Next, hosted by
Cumulus Media in several large cities and has an
EP out on iTunes titled, “She’s Not Me,” along with
two singles, “Texas Girls and Georgia Peaches” and
“I Like You Like That.”
“When Taylor Swift was up and coming, I was
learning how to play guitar for the first time,” Dara
Neimi said. “My dad knew a few guitar chords, so he
taught me some of what I know. The first song we
learned together was, ‘Will The Circle Be Unbroken.’”
After learning her first song, Dara Niemi’s parents
decided to enroll her in guitar and voice lessons.
“Dara began her music career at a low point in
her life,” Derrick Niemi, her father and manager
said. “She was an elite gymnast in the nation’s top
100. After a recurring wrist fracture at the age of
11, she was forced to quit her first love. Shortly after
she began pursuing music and like many things in
her life, determination drove her.”
After giving up gymnastics, Dara Niemi redirected her time to preforming at open mic nights
and starting a band.
“The band was so much fun,” Dara Niemi said.
“I loved it so much, but after about three years with
them, my dad’s job moved us to Georgia. We are

still together even though I live in Georgia now. I
still play a few shows in Texas with them during
the summer.”
After relocating to Georgia, Dara Niemi continued
attending open mic nights and was offered a few
solo gigs. It was these experiences that led her to
landing her music on iTunes.
“My songs being put on iTunes was such an
exciting moment for me,” Dara Niemi said. “I was
excited to share my music with people and get
feedback on it.”
Alumna Corrie Lawson was introduced to
Dara Niemi’s music during her summer long stay
in Georgia.
“She has a really powerful voice paired with incredibly catchy songs,” Lawson said. “She captures
the best of both country and pop. It creates the
most perfect sound.”
According to Dara Niemi, her biggest accomplishment was participating in Nash Next, a music
competition hosted by station Kicks 101.5.
“A few months ago, I made it to the final round
of Nash Next,” Dara Niemi said. “The winner
received a record deal, a single produced, and that
single played on the radio.”
Dara Niemi said her parents and God have
helped develop her talents and helped her succeed.
“My dad is the most hard-working, caring father
you will ever meet,” Dara said. “Without him and
God, I would not have accomplished everything
that I have.”
Dara Niemi will continue to pursue a nursing
degree and her love of singing. Her music is available
on iTunes for download.
“I love music, and no matter how many times I
Courtesey of DARA NIEMI
fall, with God’s help I will stand again,” Dara Niemi
said. “It’s like my dad says, keep chopping wood, Freshman Dara Niemi practices her singing in Roswell, Georgia.
Dara, because that tree will soon fall.”
Dara Niemi has an EP and two singles available on iTunes.

Q&A with Kaylen Martin
Homecoming Queen
What are
your plans
after
graduation?

“I hope to work at
Arkansas Children’s
Hospital and attend
Harding’s family nurse
practitioner program.”

What legacy
do you want
to leave at
Harding?

“I want to prove
to scared freshmen
nursing majors that
they can
have a social
life and can have
fun at harding.”

If you could
pick one
celebrity to
be crowned
Homecoming
Queen, who
would it be?

“Kate Middleton”

Do you have
any advice
for freshmen?

“Put yourself out
there and don’t
be afraid to get
out of your
comfort zone.”

Alumnus creates YouTube
channel to share positive news

Trinity Baker takes initiative against negativity
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
features editor
Terrorist attacks, police shootings
and news of death flooded social media throughout the summer of 2016.
For alumnus Trinity Baker, the news
was negative and often depressing.
To combat the messages that dominated his news feed, Baker created
the Good News Channel, a YouTube
channel that publishes videos sharing
positive news internationally, locally
and personally.
“We see so much bad news every
single day in either social media or the
news channels. Anywhere you look,
bad news is everywhere,” Baker said.
“The ultimate purpose is to promote a
community that is encouraging to one
another and promotes the spreading
of good news.”
Baker said he felt there was a
need for the Good News Channel
on YouTube and believed it is a place
where the project can grow. On Nov.
2, Baker filmed on campus and asked
students about their personal good news
of the week. Senior Greg Hall, who
was featured in Baker’s recent video,
said he encourages Baker’s project.
“I think it is awesome that (Baker)
is trying to spread positivity, especially
with the climate of the country right

now,” Hall said. “Good news is important because there is not a lot to
be excited or happy about, and this
Good News Channel is encouraging
people to be positive.”
Junior Tre Leday was in the sixth
episode of the Good News Channel
that was filmed on campus approximately one month ago. Leday said
he believed the channel will serve
as a tool to help people focus on the
positive events in the world.
“I think the Good News Channel
is really great because I think
people need to be reminded
sometimes that there
is good news
to begin with,”
Leday said. “We
can get caught
up in everything
that is going on
and the problems
and things that
we don’t like,
and I think it’s
great to have a
reminder.”
Baker said
the Good News
Channel is an initiative
to create a more Christ-like
atmosphere in the midst of current
events and pessimism, and he hopes

the channel can grow to become a
full-time job.
“(This world) was not the environment I feel like we are called to
have by Christ,” Baker said. “We
are not called to have a negative
environment, but we are called to
be people of God’s kingdom, and I
don’t imagine God’s kingdom as being
war-like and dominative. I feel like
God’s kingdom is inclusive, and it’s
the good news of where
we are headed.”

Broadening worldviews by studying abroad
THELMA MARTINEZ
class writer
Harding University offers its students a number
of opportunities to study
abroad, and currently has
seven programs: Greece,
Australasia, Florence, Latin
America, London, Paris and
Zambia.
Junior Chandler Pruitt
had the opportunity study
in Florence, Italy, last spring.
Pruitt describes her experience
as “perfect.”
“The greatest part about
living abroad is that not all
is what you expect,” Pruitt
said. “You have expectations
in your brain about how it is
going to be, but when you
show up, it is completely
different. I realized that

God knew exactly what it
was supposed to be. It was
exactly what I needed at
the time.”
Jeffrey Hopper, dean of
international programs, said
he enjoys watching students
grow spiritually, emotionally
and socially as they work
their way through our various
international programs.
Harding celebrated 30
Years of Harding University
Florence (HUF) in 2010,
according to Hopper. HUF
is their oldest program and
is featured in a mural in the
lobby of the David B. Burks
American Heritage Building.
“We ordered that photo
(of Florence) so that people
could have their photograph
made in front of it during the
celebration,” Hopper said.

Director of Alumni Relations Liz Howell asked if
it could be displayed in the
Heritage lobby, and it has
remained since.
Ashel Parsons, the international program administrator
and photographer, said the
purpose of the programs
is to represent students in
other cultures. Parsons also
said that studying abroad is
an eye–opening experience.
“There are so many different
cultures,” Parsons said. “There
is a lot to learn from different
people in the way they live.
I appreciate the perspective
that has given me. I keep in
mind that there is a lot more
out there.”
Pruitt said the friendships that she made while
in Florence had the greatest

impact on her.
“You live with the same
people for three months,”
Pruitt said. “I got out of my
comfort zone, I learned a lot
about people … And once
you come back, you take a
little piece of their culture
with you.”
For Hopper, interacting
with other cultures, languages
and traditions has a special
richness.
According to Parsons,
whenever she travels she
focuses on students interacting with the culture or
the landscape.
“I’m always impressed more
and more with our programs,”
Parsons said. “Because I see
the opportunities that students
are given when they decide
to study abroad.”
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Dr. Strange
Marvel perfects superhero origin formula with ‘Doctor Strange’
GARRETT HOWARD
lifestyle editor
When renowned neurosurgeon Stephen Strange loses the
use of his hands in a car accident, he fruitlessly expends every
resource at his disposal in hopes of finding a procedure to
repair his damaged hands. After Western medicine fails him,
Strange turns eastward and learns of the mystical Kamar-Taj,
the location of an ancient society of sorcerers who heal broken
bodies and secretly defend the Earth in different realities.
However, the murderous sorcerer Kaecilius threatens to
destroy the Earth by feeding it to the dark dimension, and
Strange must choose whether to use his newfound power to
help himself or save the world.
“Doctor Strange,” directed by Scott Derrickson (“Sinister”),
is the 14th film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU),
and it is the studio’s first real foray into the world of magic
and alternate dimensions. It is an outlandish and fantastical
concept, but does it fit within Marvel’s established universe?
Luckily, Marvel succeeds yet again with a mind-bendingly fun
superhero origin tale that melds seamlessly into the MCU.
Benedict Cumberbatch portrays the titular doctor and
layers the character with wit and arrogance akin to Robert
Downey Jr.’s Tony Stark. However, where Downey Jr.’s
Stark exudes a charming level of charisma, Cumberbatch’s
Strange initially lacks any redeeming qualities, which makes
his character arc to the messianic Sorcerer Supreme all the
more fulfilling.

The rest of the primary cast is enjoyable to watch. Rachel
McAdams shines in her underwritten role as Christine
Palmer, Strange’s fellow surgeon, while Tilda Swinton and
Benedict Wong portray the stoic Ancient One and Kamar Taj’s
librarian, respectively. Swinton’s Ancient One is surprisingly
complex for a Marvel movie mentor, but Wong’s character
provides little more than hit-or-miss comedic moments
and exposition.
Chiwetel Ejiofor portrays Karl Mordo, another Master
of the Mystic Arts and a close mentor to Strange. Ejiofor’s
performance and clever development provide an interesting
arc for Mordo, establishing a memorable and conflicted
character for use in future installments. Unfortunately, Mads
Mikkelsen’s Kaecilius is standard Marvel villain fare: an
underwritten, underdeveloped and unmemorable antagonist.
Although Kaecilius’ motivations create a clever reflection to
those of Strange, it is difficult to justify any investment in
the forgettable villain or his generic deeds.
As expected, “Doctor Strange” provides truly mind-blowing
visual effects, and the special effects wizards at Industrial
Light and Magic have crafted some truly breathtaking visuals
for the Sorcerer Supreme. Where the obvious comparison
film “Inception” arguably fell short with more “grounded”
city bending, “Doctor Strange” pulls no punches and crafts
some genuinely creative fight scenes for the dimensionshattering sorcerer battles.
As with the majority of the MCU, “Doctor Strange” opts
for lighthearted comic book fun in favor of gritty, dramatic

tension. While there are dramatic scenes, they are often
interjected by a quippy one-liner, thus crippling the scene’s
emotional punch. However, the film consistently remains
true to its blockbuster tone, and offers a genuinely creative
finale sure to please those tired of overdone CGI destruction.
Ultimately, “Doctor Strange” is another solid superhero
origin tale for the Mouse House. Fourteen films in, Marvel
appears to have their moneymaking formula perfected,
and seems intent on following it to the end. While grittier
Marvel films like “Captain America: The Winter Soldier”
are always refreshing, “Doctor Strange” fully embraces its
zany source material, right down to Steve Ditko’s bizarrely
iconic comic book art style.
With a runtime of 115 minutes, “Doctor Strange” is
rated PG-13 for sci-fi action violence and an intense crash
sequence.

Six things you may have missed from Club Week 2k16
CLAIRE PATTON
head web editor
Club Week has its funny
and unusual memories
each year, but it seems like
2016 had more than usual.
From vehicular injuries
and unexpected rivalries
to the return of a friend,
Club Week 2K16 had its
ups and downs that club
and non-club people alike
talked about throughout
the week.
1. The Titans/Sub T
rivalry: The clash of Titans
and Sub T was one that
no one saw coming. With
the simple act of raising a
sideways thumb Tuesday
night, Titans declared a
club-favorite war against
the orange and navy. While

Sub T was not present to
defend themselves at all
club on Tuesday, they
returned fire Thursday
when Titans was absent.
The friction incited various
tweets and polls, and it was
definitely a main point of
conversation during Club
Week. But the competition
was laid to rest when both
clubs applauded one another
Friday night at all club in
gentlemanly fashion.
2. GAC vs. Rhodes:
While many were doubtful
that the Rhodes-Reaves
could provide the same
all club experience that
the GAC has given year
after year, the fieldhouse
attested to accompany
every club comfortably and
still managed to create the

same adrenaline-laced and
pride-filled atmosphere that
older members had come
to expect from years past.
Even though the roped
off floor proved to be an
obstacle, we were still
graced with one night in
the GAC to witness the
all-time favorite Kojie
Rumble.
3. SNE inductee hit by
a car: A club president’s
worst nightmare came to
light when a young man
joining Sigma Nu Epsilon
was hit by a car Tuesday
night during club activities.
While many expected the
worst, the SNEezer proved
to be in good health after
a trip to the hospital and
could be seen walking on
crutches the rest of the

week. Take this as a word
of warning, children, and
look both ways before
crossing the street.
4. Titans and the Vista:
Speaking of Titans, they
performed another cheer
that was not their own. To
the relief of many, Pikes’
Vista was resurrected Friday
night at all club, led by a
former Pikes member. Tears
glistened in the eyes of
many and hats were tipped
in respect of our fallen
maroon–and–green–clad
brothers. RIP.
5. Aris Ortiz leading
singing at all club Friday
night: While most, if not
all, students know the name
Aris Ortiz, many had never
seen him before. It came as
a pleasant surprise, then,

when singing began at
Friday night’s devotional
by the one whom they had
prayed for weeks. It was one
of the most emotional and
heartwarming moments of
Club Week, to say the least.
6. Mr. Billy’s banners:
Club banners have been
a custom for years. Many
noticed that the Student
Center was lacking them

before word spread that
Mr. Billy, the man who
hangs them, had fallen
and hit his head. After
some stitches, he was
taken home to rest and
will make a full recovery.
The Student Life office is
delivering get-well-soon
notes to Mr. Billy for
students who wish to send
him one.
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Hubilai Stir Fry fires up the spices of life
Searcy’s first Mongolian restaurant offers an authentic experience
ELI ANDREWS
student writer
A philosophy teacher once told me every story in the
world can be summed up in a single structure: someone
goes on a journey. This structure can be found in any
ancient mythology, classic novel or blockbuster movie. It
can even extend to reality, such as my mission to review
Searcy’s first Mongolian grill, the newly-opened Hubilai
Stir Fry. As with every journey, this tale contains soaring
views, seemingly unconquerable pitfalls and a finale that
left me a better person. So without further ado, this is my

adventure at Hubilai.
This was not my first foray into Mongolian cuisine. As a
young man living in St. Louis, I commonly found myself at
the trendy Mongolian grill down the street, but I had not
had a taste of the cuisine for three years until last Friday. I
got an offer to review this new Mongolian grill in Searcy,
and eagerly accepted. As the moment arose, my stomach
began to turn. Was I nervous? No, I assured myself. It
was 6 p.m., and I hadn’t eaten all day. I was starving. So
I found myself standing, alone and small, in front of the
big oaken doors.
Formerly known as Lori’s Italian Restaurant, Hubilai

RYANN HEIM | The Bison

carries some traces of its previous owners, such as the
carpark outside the front doors, and very few windows.
However, these new tenants made it their own, from the
futuristic neon lighting to the jade Buddha at the cash
register. I was quickly greeted by a friendly young waitress,
who guided me to a booth where I waited. And waited.
After about 10 minutes, I scanned the horizon for any
signs of a server. There were three other people aside from
the staff: a young couple and an elderly man working on
a plate of noodles. (There’s one of these elderly men in
every restaurant, no matter the cuisine or location. I think
there’s a club.) My eyes instantly met those of another
waitress, who promptly gave me a menu. Chalking this
coincidence up to mystical fate, I ordered a single bowl
from the buffet.
If you are new to Mongolian cuisine, know that there is
a natural law of Mongolian cuisine: it is extremely dense.
However, I had grown accustomed to this and navigated
the buffet with deft expertise, piling on vegetables, rice
noodles and lamb, topping the whole thing off with a
spicy house sauce. Watching the chefs masterfully flip
my food on the wok (a big round Mongolian griddle), I
felt a twinge of sympathy for the poor men, having been
a short-order cook for a couple of summers.
The food was seared, seasoned and sautéed to perfection,
leaving me slumped over speechless in my booth. As I got
up to pay, I chatted with our waitress, who said they had
been open about a week and she was confident more people
would trickle in within the first few weeks. I wondered if
there was not some lesson I could learn from this.
Marco Polo once said of his travels, “My only fear is
that I might awaken in my bed, destined to live a common
life once again.” (This would be the Marco Polo from the
eponymous Netflix original series, expertly played by Italian
newcomer Lorenzo Richelmy, but I digress.) I took this
statement to heart in the case of Hubilai, and I realized
that it is important to dive into life with an open mind.
Otherwise, how will you come to realize the benefits of
trying new things?
Well, the food was great, at least.

